the medicine. The tongue is furred; pulse 100, and very hard; the respiration, although relieved, is still difficult. He complains of pain in his chest; and the sputum is streaked with blood.
He was bled to ? ix. with the effect of reducing the pulse; and he is to take 5 jss. of the house-medicine every two hours, until the bowels are opened.
In the evening, the respiration became more difficult; and, although he had been twice bled so as to produce syncope, still the pulse rose again, and it was found necessary to repeat the bleeding. Notwithstanding this, however, the breathing still continued oppressed and laborious, the pulse became irregular, and, suffocation being threatened In half an hour, the pulse could not be felt, and the surface was cold; the continuance of respiration was the only indication of life * The appearance presented by the wound of the heart in this case, brings to our recollection similar appearances in a wound of the heart caused by a pistol bullet. Although the ball was so small as to belong to a pocket-pistol, the rents in both ventricles were very extensive, and of size sufficient to admit the points of three fingers. This apparent anomaly is to be explained by the action of the heart as a muscular organ, and is similar to what occurs in wounds of muscles in other parts of the body. It It was now found that the sternum, and all the cartilages of the ribs, have been forced in upon the cavity of the thorax, and that a dislocation, or rather a diastasis, of these cartilages from their ribs has been the consequence. The whole contour of the chest presented a most extraordinary appearance, but to the touch it conveyed a well-known sensation. We recognised something at once familiar: we know not how to describe it better, or how to furnish an illustration more applicable, than that given by Mr 
